Lt. Crandall Saves Pilot/Plane

Lt. Ken Crandall is a Naval Flight
Officer instructor assigned to VF-124,
an F-14A readiness training \\qu‘ldmn.
On January 19, 1978, he and a replace-
ment pi]c)t were cng;i}__rrd I routine air
combat maneuvering rl';lininy, in their
F-14A Tomcat. Tl'lr t!H.-\"l‘ii\'L' Hi}{l][
syllabus called for a split S mancuver
with about 5,000 feer of vertical sep
aration between the F-T4A and an
'.nl\'t'r.\;lr\.' -IIT[T’.I".

TILL‘
with an airspeed of 325 knots and an
altitude of 23.000 feer. The
I'l:l”(‘l[ im';-rh-d .mll [Hlllni '||'|THI]L{lI I|1t'

began the manecuver
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p[mc the maneuver, with the aireraft
nose 60-70 degrees below the horizon,
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lorees on the
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sireralt. He encouraged
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the pilot Maneuver

bur received no response. Passing the

adversary aircrabt alticude of 18,000
feet, Crapdall again tried without st
cess Lo dnitiate response fram the pilot,
He .‘:lxtr.'i‘l! \lll]ll1i||_‘_' at the p[JelI’ tQ
“pull out.” and had decided to cjecr as

the aircralt reached 10,000 feer ar U2
IMN.

|(r.||i:i|1_;_r that every moment e
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mjury he would sustain from cjection

j.’ll\l‘(] increased  tli amount ol
at that JII’!-PI':_‘{{. Crandall still elected
o try a final attempt at cliciting
respanse from the pilor. Yelling =pull
lL'Ts'\H'\l ‘.]i\:_‘lll

out™’ l'.'|n'.l1L'i”\ . he

lateval movement of the winegs and
lu-;_f.'all to feel positive Goon the ai
cratt.

Recovery from the dive pullout was
.tu.c:TTl}!]ir\‘il'll at 6,000 I'.l'L'I‘ above
ground level, The aircrew immediately
NAS Miramu

pi|ut having no recollection of the

started Tor with the
events which had occurred in the past

several minutes. Lt Cranduall fele the
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pilot was still incoherent and indeci
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grampaw pettibone

tinued lalkirl},{. the pi|<_)t ;!ppcarvd to
mow calm and to sound better an the
radio. Crandall ensured that the pilot
had fully regained his senses and then
worked him into a g‘rmllld cm!i’ru“cd
str:lig]it-iu :1ppmuci| at Miramar.

A squadron landing signal officer
manned a radio beside the runway 1o
talk the pilot through the final land
ing/touchdown phase. This coordina-
tion between Miramar air controllers,
the LSO, and Crandall resulted in an
uneventful landing.

Crandall's decision to remain with
the aircraft despite the fact that each
passing second rapidly decreased his
chances for a safe ¢jection and his

success in getting the pilot's atrention
ithe pilor recalls only semi-consciou
f}calring and respunding) saved t.

pilat’s life, prevented major injury to
himsell and saved an F-14A Tomcat.

&a Grampaw Pettibone says:

home ]\|.|h s ~‘\\\§
As time passed and Crandall con “Oh, my achin® back!” Jumpin’
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Q( at that airspeed could ruin your whole

sture. Ole Gramps is proud to put Lt
Crandall on the list of “pros.” In my book
he is a real hero — it's tough to delay that
one more second and Keep usin' the ole
noggin’.

Naval Flight Officers take “‘pride!”
Crandall again proves the real worth of
two-place fighters with a “pro™ in the back
seat.

Naval Aviation Tradition

Recently Ole Gramps received a
letter from an air traffic controller
who had saved a pilot from the em-
barrassment of a belly flopper with his
helo. The controller was sure he had
earned at least a bottle of “'wine” from
the aeroplane driver (Navy tradition?).
Over the years Gramps has seen avia-
tors, who failed to drop their hooks or
lower their ianding gear on ap-
proaches, give “bottles™ at the end of

-
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a cruise to LSOs who “saved” them.
Additionally, pilots surviving a bail
out or ejection have been known to
give a “bottle” to the parachute rigger
who last packed their parachute.
Gramps has to think these “traditional
fines'” were offered, by the pilots
involved, more in the spirit of thanks
to the individual who saved the pilot
from further embarrassment or an
accident, rather than as a purely dis-
ciplinary action. At the bar tradition
chimes: “He who enters covered here,
buys the bar a round ot cheer.” There
are very few moments when aeroplane
jockevs really have an opportunity to
confront a controller wha has done

him good. Saving a driver from the
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embarrassment of a “belly flop™ prob-
ably does warrant a bottle of rose, to
be consumed in moderation, of course,
as well as a note of *Thanks!"™

Navy tradition? Who's to say for
sure, but any pilor who makes a
gear-up pass and refuses to at least
verbally acknowledge the controller’s
alert performance ain’t my kind of
pcupiu.

Gramps personally votes to keep
what may only be a “perceived tradi-
tion” by some and a “real tradition”
b_\' others. alive. In this case Gramps
has sent the controller in question a
bottle of rosé. Gramps likes contrallers
who have spiric and realize their im-
portance to the team, Controllers take
heart and keep the safe calls comin’.
Some days it pays ofl with a little
LOXTra Cumr;ldcr}'. some du}',\ it dmi'l.
Pilats are nat t‘-:b]ig;ltcd to reward you
fwith booze) for your cfforts. ITt's
sorta like refusin® to buy the bar a
round ‘of cheer when the bell rings.
Not a popular move to say the least,
but I've scen it done. So — enjoy the
wine — Gramps is personally thankful
and proud you saved us an acroplane,
Besides, | love tradition.
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